The importance of diverticula of the lower part of the large intestine as a factor in the production of general or localised peritonitis was once again emphasised when in 1908
Maxwell Telling published a paper1 giving an account of over a hundred cases, the records of which he had collected.
The great majority of Telling's cases dealt with diverticula of the sigmoid and descending colon ; but in the course of his paper he drew attention to the fact that the same effectswere produced by diverticula of that part of the rectum which is covered with peritoneum.
In 
